
Great Place? Cow town with an opera house  

, : .- 

io 

The text has been written, the art for 

the PowerPoint presentation chosen, 

public pronouncements made, hands 

shaken, fafewells exchanged. 

The pursuit by more than 100 Sioux 

Cityans to have the city s 

downtown/riverfront named one of 

Iowa s three Great Places reached a climax 

Wednesday, when three Great 

Places Citizens Advisory Board members 

came to observe first-hand the 

city s presentation. 

They heard that Sioux City, a cow 
town with an opera house,  is ready to 

jump ahead on several major projects, 

building on a history tied to the stock- 

stocklanis 

lanis a Utown. 
If the city is seI The I1Łd 

ling 5 reat P1a program would 

direct some funding to the proposal, hut 

also provide the expertise of up to 19 

state agencies. 

First with * .25-minute PowerPoint 
presentation by Briar Cliff University 

president Bev Whartofl and local archi 

archiur Nathan Kalaher, folIow&thy 

a 35-minute tour of the downtown 

places referenced, the plan that 

would cost $75 million was laid out before 

130 observers in the Orpheum 
Theatre. 

The first slide on the screen for the 

time preceding the event kickoff was 

far from subtle, reading simply, 

Downtown Sioux City, a great place.  

By becoming an Iowa Great Place, 

our success il1 be dramatically acceleratM e Work togethe 
how iesidents visitors and tl*e Wb 
beyoædsee, feel and think aboSi flx 
City,  Kalaher said. 

The proposal began witha.  b of 

recent additions to the downtoWn and 

riverfroiit, including the $12 rniflion 

Orpheum restot si 1 mi11j Mk 
Tym Marina on the Missouri RivCr and 

$3.5 million Lewis and Clark Interpretive 

Center. 

That was the launching point for 

Wharton, who described the five elements 

of the plan  improvements on 

the front door of the city on the riverfront, 

the Stockyards, Floyd Boulevard 

SEE DECISION 
contlnued on page A3 

Great Places board member Claire Celsi is interviewed in downtown Sioux City 
after hearing the proposal to have the dowtown/riverfront named as one of three 
Iowa Great Places. (Staff photo by Jerry Mennenga) 
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Decision 

Local Foods Mqr Fourth 

Street (not ilnilfŁd to Historic 

Fourth Street) and creation of 

the Sioux City School of Architecture. 

The Óriverfront is emerging as 

one of Sioux CityÒs crown jewels, 

a tourism magnet already thriving 

with recreational, cultural and 

historic attractions, and poised to 

deliver much, much more,Ô 

Wharton said. ÓThe once underutilized 

resource is drawing tens 

of thousands of people to its 

banks for year-round activities 

that celebrate Sioux CityÒs heritage, 

diversity and zest for living.Ô 

A key point of the front door 

improvements would be creation 

of a Ósignature bridgeÔ that 

would directly link downtown to 

the river Wharton Said. For about 

$1.5 million, an eye-pleasing 
bridge with terra cotta elements 
would, she said, Óopen access to 

the riverfront to pedestrians and 

vehicles.Ô 

All the dowætdWniriverfront 
components would cost about 

$225 million through 2012, although 

$30 million for the Gordon 

Drive Viaduct renovation 

and $120 million for the Interstate 

29 exits reconstmction is a!ready 

planned by the Iowa Department 

of Transportation. Takrag 

that state money out of the 

equation, about $75 million 

would cover the other portions of 

the plan. 

The top pricetag goes to a $35 

million Stockyards renovation, 

which would take a channel that 

now is Óconcrete, weeds and a 

trickle of water,Ô Wharton said, 

and create a vibrant, open area 

with trails, waterway, pedestrian 

bridges and interpretive park 

summarizing the history of the 

yards. With old stock pens being 

cleared out: and } Depot 
boilding a store in the Stockyards, 

:the Óhistoric area now in 

the process of rebirthÔ would get 

another boost, she said. 

The Sioux City Great Places 

plan would be paid for with a 

combination of public and private 

funding and most of the portions 
could proceed in 2006 and 2007, 
Kalaher said. Where possible, 

tena cotta architecture would be 

employed to tie the downtown together 

with a common visual 

brand, he said. 

Summarizing the proposal, 

KaIahe said, ÓWe aije committed 
to this plaa. But with your help 

this plan can become a reality in 

a shortened time period. It is not 

so much a question of ÑCan Sioux 

City accomplish this plan?Ò as 

much as it is a question of ÑWhen 
will Sioux City accomplish this 

plan?Ò Whether or not we are designated 

as an Iowa Great 
the plan will proceed to connect 

developing parts into a transforming 

whole.Ô 
The board will pick three Great 

Places on Oct. 3. The Sioux City 

plan drw positive comments 
from Iowa House Speaker 
Christopher Rants of Sioux City 

and city manager Paul Eckert as 

they exited the venue. 

Also in the theatre was Gene 
McNaughton, who worked 35 

years in the stockyards before 
now serving as a ÑtradesÔ 

in the Orpheþm. McNaughton 

said Óthe Sioux City 

Stockyards was ÑitÒ at one time in 

Sioux City,Ô so he liked inclusion 

of a yards renovation in the Great 

Places plan. 

He said portions like restoring 

the Hose House in the yards is 

important A. reworking of the 

yard with green spaces, trails and 
such, McNaughton said, would 
honor histoiy of the yards, yet 

move It ahead. 
Note: The Journal Web size 

contains a link (www.siOuxcityjournaLcom/greatjlaces) 

to 

view the Great Places pition 
in its entire 

Õ Boªid to make Great 

Places d Oct.31 

A week ago, in giving the 

JournalÒs editorial board a 

peek at the OreetPlaces 

presentation, Sjoqxlan4; 
Chamber oft($(unerce fresident 

Debi P*$sid Ñshe 

was lookinÒ v a 

Ówow fact ;4Y 41! 
ThatÒs w 

Places Citizen dvisdrf 

Boardiudges are looking for 

as well, although theyÒll. 

have a lot of infarniation to 

pore over injicking one of 

three lúwalJtdeiPIIctsJA 
decision will bc flnouiwed 
Oct. 3 in Des Moines.. 

As he prepared to leave 
Sioux City, board member 
and Council Bltaffs 
Tdmllaithfan *ãJ,$Ve have 
to h*e a wow. 1*1* 

that Is what thñ hoard is 
looking for, a 

Board member g1 
of Des Moines said Ñ1W 
we are really 1Qq 
communities 

conununity-base&4 
and some way tosuits 

immediately M!flJ$ 
projects they are 

on.Ô )t 

Rotating to all the J$f 
cities, the 12board 
will each see about tWÒO) 
dozen of the 73 Dfle%** 
presentations in p$jjhen 
view about 50e*flIãg 
if th&y want. JW*4 
20 present44$ frS*&I1 
cornerS of 9Wei 
Óall of the pSSSCMjivc 
been abulq 
much comfljfflfj4Pjj 
lowaand W 
with all the j$) 
in Iowa. It 

tionaLÔ 

AccoSing *0*Ò 
Places Web sitt 
will consider oftSsln 
text of seven dimensions Ù 
a unique SeaS of $act pagaging 

gaging experiences ticb;socml 

fabric, vital econoi$Ò, 

Ñpleasing envittnmenc ag 
foundation and4úrc$tafl. 
culture. 

Celsi said she envialods 

the board will pick one project 

from a smaller town, one 

froina city and one tiedso a 

broader geogr4hicat 4s44- 

form area. Hanafan wasnÒt 

sure the selected projects 

would be broken down that 

way. 

He said the presentation o 

a small-town proj4et may 
differ in polish frdn 
conung from a luger m 
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up and come anctsit with 

us.Ò He gave us a tow of the 

Orpheut wblch I Mn sOi1* 
pressed with.Ô 

The other board member, 

Bill Manner of Gnnnell, 
made sure heÒd recall M Orpheum 

vldtAt the coSt of 

Sixth and PiErce streets, 

Meaner $nrned and snapped 

a picture of the entrance, The 
single jine on the marquee 

read: ÑWelcome Iowa Gnat. 
PlacesÔ 

Ilanafan could remember it 

well toq, Right before being 

ilterviewed in the Wilbur 

Aalfs Library parking lot, he 

pulled a parking violation 

ticket Off his convertible. 

odJ Hapafa 
.siSEãme wonderful .-orQ 

Ù projects 

búuj*instormed byÕ_____ 

Õ iW them 

______ 

9Ò Wto*t Places board 

.ib*IDłe. Bernstein of 

Ci Was also seated 

Õ 4ais, but Celsi said he was 

Õ only there as a host. not dee. 

liberating. As Celsi and. 

Hanafan said, when the cUlls 

they live in give a Great. 

Places presentation, they 1*Ò,: 

cost themselves from panicipatton. 

Õ ÓWe hid dinner with Dave.. 

night and he gave un 
little tSÔ Cclii sAid, 1 
we said, ÑYou should show: 

Members of the Great Places Iowa board talk among themselves and day morning, outside the Martin Luther King Jr. Transportation Center 
with representatives of the Sioux City Great Places Committee Wednesafter after completing a tour of the area. (Staff photo by Jerry Mennenga) 
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